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who designed the project. 
Terry angled the pool to accentuate the long axis of the

yard, giving the illusion of depth and making the lot seem
larger. She used a combination of stone (flagstone and
veneer), tile coping, and decorative ceramic tile accents to
give the yard a spectacular look. The outdoor kitchen
includes a dining area, a fireplace, and even an outdoor 
TV. The surrounding plants and pergola roof give this 
small area a very open feeling.

The area for the mechanical systems had to be kept to 
an absolute minimum. “Since this pool needed multiple
pumps, a heater, and large filter, we had to get creative with
the pool equipment pad layout,” says Penton. “We utilized
racks to stack the pumps and chose specific equipment
based on the required clearances to make sure that we could
fit everything into a small space but still make it accessible
for servicing.” 

Looking Forward
Some builders have seen a recent increase in the number

of small pools they build. “Most of the residential swimming
pools we have built in the last five to 10 years are less than
600 square feet; many are even much smaller. Every year 
we build a number of ‘spools’ (small dipping pools used for
relaxation or as showpieces for water features), which are 

less than 300 square feet,” says Bennett, Jr. 
“Here in Southern California, lot sizes tend to be 

small, so smaller pools are becoming much more common,”
says Penton.

Higgins has not seen an increase in small pools; the 
average pool project done by his company is at least 800
square feet, and in most cases includes a spa. However, he
has observed an increase in ‘staycationing’: “It seems that
people are traveling less, and as a result, are doing more with
their backyard space by adding pools, spas, water features,
outdoor kitchens, fireplaces, pool houses, etc.” Many home-
owners are putting bigger investments into their backyards
and looking to maximize their space. 

In addition to allowing more room for entertainment
space, smaller pools are also more eco-friendly than larger
pools. They consume less energy and chemicals, require less
water, and take a shorter amount of time to heat. This means
you’ll also save on energy bills and maintenance/heating costs.

 “Even on our full-size projects we can consider making
the pools shallower and having large shallow tanning ledges
in the pool to minimize the overall volume of water; this
way, the pool is more energy-efficient but still looks 
attractive,” says Penton.

Whether a small pool comes to fruition out of preference
or necessity, it can still make a big splash in your backyard. �
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